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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Workshop 

June 4, 2013 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

6:15 p.m. 

 

 

Councilor Beth Peterson, Present 
 Councilor Brad Hadrava, Present 
 Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 
 Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present 
 Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present 
 

Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie 
Friebe; Director of Public Works Michael Wiskow; Chief of Police Timothy Koivunen;  

 
City Attorney Mitch Brunfelt arrived at 6:30 p.m. 

 

1. Discuss DNR Grant 

 
In 2012 the City of Eveleth received a DNR grant from the Community Forest Bonding 
Grant Program.  The City committed $10,000 and received a grant for $20,000 for new 
trees to be planted in 2012 and 2013.  By oversight, the DNR inadvertently left out 
language in the Declaration which states properties “cannot be sold, mortgaged, 
encumbered or otherwise disposed of without the approval of the Commissioner of 
Minnesota Management and Budget.” 
 
The possible future sale of the Eveleth Health Services Park property could affect the 
DNR tree grant funds.  Director Wiskow outlined some options for the Council regarding 
the grant. 

 

2. Discuss Days Inn 

 
City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek and Police Chief Koivunen tried to meet with 
owner Steve Carlson today.  Chief Koivuen said that Mr. Carlson will call him tomorrow. 
 

3. Discuss upcoming Utility Clerk Position Vacancy and posting/hiring timeline 

 
City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek expects the current utility clerk position to be 
vacant around December 1st.  Monahan-Junek said the union contract says they do not 
have to notify the City until 45 days ahead of retirement.  Monahan-Junek said she would 
like to get the process moving so that the new employee would have at least 30 days of 
training. 
 

4. Cruise Eveleth Car Show – Police Chief Koivunen 
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Chief Koivunen asked for Council direction as to whether or not they want the Police 
Department to enforce open bottle during the Eveleth Car Show.  If the Police 
Department is to enforce the law, extra officers would need to be on duty.   
 
The Council decided not to enforce the open bottle.  However, Chief Koivunen will 
contact all bar owners to inform them that no glass containers will be allowed on the 
street. 

 

5. Mini-Grant 

 
Monahan-Junek said now that the HRA is running smoothly, EDA Coordinator GiGi 
Grahek will have more time to the EDA.  The City received a grant from the Cleveland 
Cliffs.  Monahan-Junek asked if the Council would be receptive to distributing those 
monies to residents living on leased land.  She gave an example that if the lessee puts 
$200 towards a project the grant would fund $1,000.   
 

6. Highway 53 Southbound Posted Speed from Rustic Rock to Ely Lake turn off – 

Hadrava 

 
Councilor Hadrava said there is a problem with people trying to get off of Highway 53 
(southbound) to Ely Lake.  Hadrava said the speed is to fast, and some seniors are having 
trouble. 
 
Mayor Vlaisavljevich said this would be a MnDOT issue.  Police Chief Koivunen will 
talk with Duane Hill of MnDOT. 
 

7. Rename Hat Trick Avenue to John Mayasich Hat Trick Avenue – Hadrava 

 
Councilor Hadrava recently attended a fundraiser for the 4th of July.  Hadrava said that 
discussion took place at the meeting about honoring John Mayasich as he as done much 
for the City.  Hadrava said one suggestion was to rename Hat Trick Avenue to John 
Mayasich Hat Trick Avenue.   
 
Mayor Vlaisavljevich cautioned against potential complaints, and said it would be best if 
the proposal came with a community petition.  Monahan-Junek asked if the Council 
would rather rename the Big Stick Hockey Plaza to the John Mayasich Hockey Plaza. 
 
Councilor Lillis said renaming the hockey plaza would be easier due to the many changes 
issues which would accompany renaming a street.  
 

8. Agenda Q&A 

 
Polly Sorcan is requesting to purchase Lots 1 and 2, Block 21,Volcansek Addition.  
Myron and Janet Cook are requesting to purchase Lots 3 and 4, Block 21, Volcansek 
Addition.  Each party has offered $1,000 a piece for the lots.   
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Councilor Lillis suggested the sale could be made contingent upon the purchaser paying 
expenses to have the land surveyed.   
 
Director Wiskow distributed the following agenda items: 
 
J10.   Consider accepting proposal for Auditorium hazardous material abatement  
J11.   Consider accepting proposal for Auditorium fire sprinkler system repair and  

upgrade 
 

 
 


