
MINUTES
Eveleth City Council Workshop
January 7, 2014
Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN
6:30 p.m.


Council Present:  Councilor Beth Peterson, Councilor Brad Hadrava, Councilor Brian Lillis, Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich

Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie Friebe; City Attorney Mitch Brunfelt; Chief of Police Tim Koivunen; Director of Public Works Michael Wiskow; Eric Fallstrom, Benchmark Engineering; Michael Lenich, Eveleth Fire Department 

1. Discuss 2014 Council Board & Liaison Appointments

[bookmark: _GoBack]Councilor Hadrava expressed his interest in serving on the personnel committee and buildings and grounds committee.  Mayor Vlaisavljevich suggested an alternate Council member be added to the personnel committee.

Councilors Koivunen, Peterson and Lillis said they are content with their current appointments.  Councilor Peterson offered her place on the buildings and grounds committee to Councilor Hadrava.  Councilor Hadrava will also serve as an alternate on the personnel committee and the liaison to the Joint Recreation Board. 

2. Discuss City Property Development along Highway 53, south of the Super 8 Hotel

Councilor Hadrava would like to test drill the soil of the City owned property south of the Super 8 Hotel.  Engineer Fallstrom was not aware of any drilling done previously in that area; however, there are wetlands to be considered.  City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek proposed a wetland delineation in the spring time.  Wiskow suggested drilling be done prior to the delineation to see what is under the surface.

3. Discuss shared fire protection

Discussion took place on the possibility of consolidating Eveleth, Gilbert and Fayal Fire Departments.  Mike Lenich, Eveleth Fire Department, suggested the concept be worked on from both department heads and Council members.  Lenich said the Eveleth Fire Department is down to 11 firefighters, and does not currently have the necessary man power.  He said a collaboration could mean the City of Eveleth may not need to replace their second engine.  Lenich said they will start working, and report back to the Council.

Councilor Peterson asked that the potential barriers for the collaboration be specified so that the Council can better problem solve.  Mayor Vlaisavljevich said the issue is a priority for this next year’s agenda.  He said there may be a better chance of finding funding available for joint fire departments to construct a new building.  

4. Update on land swap

Mayor Vlaisavljevich and Monahan-Junek met with the DNR regarding some potential swapping of parcels.  The City is interested in some land on St. Mary’s Lake.  Vlaisavljevich said the DNR seemed receptive, and will be meeting with the County next week.  The St. Mary’s land parcel will not be going up on the auction.  The parcel is school trust land.

5. Agenda Q&A
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