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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Meeting 

4:00 p.m., August 6, 2013 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

 Mayor Vlaisavljevich called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

 Councilor Beth Peterson, Present 

 Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 

 Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present 

Councilor Bradley Hadrava, Present 

Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present 

 

Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie 

Friebe; City Attorney Mitch Brunfelt; Chief of Police Timothy Koivunen; Director of Public 

Works Michael Wiskow; Benchmark Engineering, Eric Fallstrom 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINTUES 
 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve the following 

minutes: 

 

 1. Minutes of Special City Council Meeting held June 17, 2013;  

 2. Minutes of City Council Workshop Meeting held July 2, 2013;  

 3. Minutes of City Council Meeting held July 2, 2013; and  

 4. Minutes of Special City Council Meeting held July 16, 2013. 

 

 Ayes – All. 

 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to approve the Agenda with the 

removal of item J4. Consider Accepting Proposal for City Auditorium Architectural Services.  

Ayes – All. 

 

E. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 
 

 None. 

 

F. VISITOR/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
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 1. Lih-In Rezania, Minnesota Department of Health 

 

Lih-In Rezania, Minnesota Department of Health, addressed the Council and audience on 

reasons for the water odor and taste issues.  Rezania said she had received emails from 

concerned residents asking about the safety of the water.  Rezania said the water is 

routinely tested.  She gave the history on testing regulations in Minnesota dating back to 

the 1900s.  Rezania assured the public that the water is safe to drink.  The odor and taste 

issues stem from organics in surface water interacting with disinfectants.  Rezania said 

that odor and taste issues are not specific to Eveleth, and she gave examples of other 

Minnesota cities which experience issues with water odor and taste. 

 

An audience member asked if filters would help with the problem.  Rezania suggested 

using a carbon filter.  Resident Mark Miller asked if the Jones Street Improvement 

Project could be adding to the issues.  Director Wiskow said the Jones Street Project has 

not been a contributing factor.  Wiskow said the City is working on the ammonia dosage, 

and the possibility of adding activated carbon to help with the situation. 

 

Resident Holley Heikkenen, said she has a weak immune system.  She said that after 

showering she felt like she “was going to die” from the smell.  She asked if the smell of 

the lake has been bad this year.  Heikkenen said that she has been buying bottled water to 

boil spaghetti, and it is getting expensive.  Director Wiskow said the lake sludge was very 

strong, he reiterated that the City will be trying carbons to deal with the smell and taste. 

 

Director Wiskow presented a chart showing the disinfection of byproducts.  Wiskow said 

there were four times since 2011 that the turbidity standards were not met.  The City has 

made some improvements, and since April of 2013, the City has meet 100 percent of the 

turbidity standards.   

 

An audience member questioned why everyone has not been affected throughout the 

City.  Wiskow said the taste and odor have been scattered.  Rezania said each house is 

different.  The condition of the water pipes running into the home can also affect the 

taste.   

 

G. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Approval of Payroll – June 16-31, 2013 in the amount of $120,133.16 

2. Approval of Payroll – July 1-15, 2013 in the amount of $100,766.79 

3. Approval of Claims – July 2013 in the amount of $726,660.61 

4. Minnesota Historical Society Contract 4408448 for pass through financing for the 

City of Eveleth for the Hockey Hall of Fame for FY14 and FY15 

5. Application for Exempt Permit, Eveleth Gilbert Youth Hockey Association, to be 

held at Eveleth Elks Club, 415 ½ Jones Street, Eveleth, MN, November 22, 2013 
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6. Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and the Eveleth 

Fire Department Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement   

7. Consider authorizing Assistant Water/Wastewater Operator to attend Wastewater 

Treatment Technology training in Brainerd, MN on August 13-15, 2013 

 

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve the 

Consent Agenda.  Ayes – All. 

 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

  

 None. 

 

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

J.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Consider Quotes for Facilities Improvements 

 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve the following 

quotations: 

 

 Range Carpet in the amount of $981.88 for work to be done at the Eveleth 

Library; 

 L & K in the amount of $5,300.00 for masonry and caulking work to be done at 

the Eveleth City Hall, Eveleth Library and Iron Range Clinic; 

 Range Cornice & Roofing Co. in the amount of $19,199.00 for roofing and 

mechanical work to be done at the Eveleth City Hall; and 

 Mesabi Glass in the amount of $20,735.00 for work to be done at the Eveleth 

Library. 

 

Ayes – All. 

 

2. Revised Hockey Plaza Renovation Budget 

 

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve the revised 

Hockey Plaza Renovation budget in the amount of $61,500.  Ayes – All. 

 

3. Consider Accepting Quotation for 2013 Tree Planting 

 

The City received the following quotations for furnishing and planting trees in 2013: 
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Range Landscape     $13,372.00 

Virginia, MN 

 

Bloomers Garden     $12,890.00 

Grand Raids, MN 

 

United Landscape     Not complete 

Virginia, MN 

 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to accept quotation from 

Bloomers Garden, Grand Rapids, Minnesota for furnishing and planting trees in the 

amount of $12,890.00 contingent upon submittal of Certificate of Insurance and Project 

Labor Agreement.  Ayes – All. 

 

4. Consider Accepting Proposal for City Auditorium architectural services 

 

This item was removed from the Agenda.   

 

5. Request from Laurentian Chamber of Commerce for Funding for Mineview in the 

Sky 

 

City Attorney Brunfelt recommended the Council deny the request from the Laurentian 

Chamber of Commerce for funding the Mineview in the Sky in the amount of $11,000 as 

it does not meet public purpose requirements.  Bernie Collins, Laurentian Chamber, 

thanked the Council for their consideration. 

 

6. Application for License to Sell Tobacco, Eugene Hawley, dba West Eveleth Market 

 

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve License to Sell 

Tobacco from August 7, 2013 to December 31, 2013 for Eugene Hawley, Hawper Inc., 

dba Eveleth West Market, 1302 1st Street West, Eveleth, Minnesota.  Ayes – All. 

 

7. Resolution Accepting Donation for Hat Trick Avenue Landscaping 

 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to adopt Resolution No. 2013-

16, “Resolution Accepting Donation for Hat Trick Avenue Landscaping.”  Ayes – All. 

 

Bill Aho made a donation in the amount of $1,000. 

 

8. Resolution Accepting Donations for Movies in the Park 

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Koivunen to adopt Resolution No. 

2013-17, “Resolution Accepting Donation for Movies in the Park.”  Ayes – All. 
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Councilor Hadrava thanked the Cliffs for their continued support towards Movies in the 

Park. 

 

9. Resolution Accepting Donation for Main Street Hanging Flower Baskets 

 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to adopt Resolution No. 2013-

18, “Resolution Accepting Donation for Main Street Hanging Flower Baskets.”  Ayes – 

All. 

 

The Eveleth Merchants donated $2,750.00 towards the hanging flower baskets on Main 

Street.   

 

10. Resolution Accepting Donation for Hippodrome Operations 

 

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Peterson to adopt Resolution No. 

2013-19, “Resolution Accepting Donation for Hippodrome Operations.”  Ayes – All. 

 

  Jim Gornick donated $125.00 to the City for Hippodrome operations. 

 

11. Request from Police Chief to sell forfeited 2001 Suzuki RM 125KI Motocross 

Motorcycle 

 

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Koivunen to authorize the Police Chief 

to sell the forfeited 2001 Suzuki RM 125KI Motocross dirt bike (VIN:  

JS1RF16C712100996) in the usual and customary competitive bid process through 

Oberfoell Auctioneers/Do-bid.com.  Ayes – All. 

 

12. Resolution Authorizing the Adoption of the St. Louis County All-Hazard Mitigation 

Plan 

 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to approve Resolution No. 

2013-20, “Resolution Authorizing the Adoption of the St. Louis County All-Hazard 

Mitigation Plan.”  Ayes – All. 

 

K. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Councilor Koivunen announced the Hockey Hall of Fame Golf Tournament will be held this 

weekend.  Koivunen said there will be a lot of people in town.   

 

L. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

 

City Engineer:  Eric Fallstrom, Benchmark Engineering, gave an update on the Jones Street 

Improvement Project. The contractor is working on the storm sewer this week.  The weekly 

meeting will be held tomorrow morning at the job trailer. 
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 Councilor Lillis encouraged everyone to attend National Night Out later this evening. 

 

M. ADJOURN 

  

The Meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Robert Vlaisavljevich, Mayor 

 

          Attest: 

           

              _________________________________ 

               Jackie Monahan-Junek 

              City Clerk Administrator  

 

Approved:  September 3, 2013 

Published:  December 13, 2013 

 


