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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Meeting 

2:00 p.m., August 2, 2016 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Vlaisavljevich called the meeting to order at 2:25 p.m. 

 

B. ROLL CALL  

 

Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present  

Councilor Brian Hoag, Present 

Councilor Brad Hadrava, Present 

Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 

Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present 

 

Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie 

Friebe; City Attorney Doug Gregor; Chief of Police Tim Koivunen; Public Works Director 

Jerry Rosati; Rodney Flannigan, Benchmark Engineering 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  

 Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve the following minutes: 

 

1. Minutes of City Council Workshop held June 27, 2016;  

2. Minutes of City Council Workshop held July 5, 2016;  

3. Minutes of City Council Meeting held July 5, 2016; and  

4. Minutes of City Council Workshop held July 20, 2016. 

 

Ayes – All. 

 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilor Hoag, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve the Agenda with the 

removal of J9. Right of Entry request from Verizon Wireless.  Ayes – All. 

 

E. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 

None. 

 

F. VISITOR/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS  

 

None.   
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G. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Approval of Payroll – June 16-30, 2016 in the amount of $136,224.84 

2. Approval of Payroll – July 1-15, 2016 in the amount of $109,911.38 

3. Approval of Claims – July 2016 in the amount of $824,998.80 

4. Authorize Mayor Vlaisavljevich to sign Grant Offer for Airport Improvement Program 

(AIP) Project No. 3-27-0028-012-2016 at Eveleth-Virginia Municipal Airport 

5. Cooperative Agreement between St. Louis County and City of Eveleth for Sidewalk 

Repairs for 2016 and 2017 

6. Community Development Block Grant Program FY 2016 Agreement between St. Louis 

County and City of Eveleth 

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve the Consent 

Agenda.  Ayes – All. 

 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 None.  

 

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

J.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Estimate from North Country Heating, Cooling, and Refrigeration Inc. for furnace 

and air conditioner for the Fire Hall 

 

The Fire Hall received an estimate from North County Heating for a new furnace and air 

conditioning system. 

 

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve estimate from 

North Country Heating, Cooling, and Refrigeration Inc. for installation of a new furnace 

and air conditioner for the Fire Hall in the amount of $8,600.  Ayes – All. 

 

2. Memorandum of Understanding between City of Eveleth and City of Virginia for 

City of Virginia 2016 Natural Gas Line Project 

 

City Attorney Gregor said the Memorandum of Understanding establishes that Eveleth 

will receive the benefit of clearing the easement area north of Highway 37.  The City of 

Virginia will bear the cost.  Virginia will pay $4,000 to the City of Eveleth as 

reimbursement of City staff, attorney, and engineer time on the project. 
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Motion by Councilor Hoag, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve the Memorandum 

of Understanding between City of Eveleth and City of Virginia for City of Virginia 2016 

Natural Gas Line Project.  Ayes – All. 

 

3. Easement Conveyance of lands in Section 32, Township 58 North, Range 17 West to 

the City of Virginia for constructing various natural gas processing facilities and 

underground natural gas line pipelines and to construct and install a Town Border 

Station (TBS) for the delivery of natural gas to the customers in the City of Virginia 

 

As there are many environment regulations that would consume too much time to wait 

for a road, the area will only be cleared.   

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Hoag to approve Easement 

Conveyance of lands in Section 32, Township 58 North, Range 17 West to the City of 

Virginia for constructing various natural gas processing facilities and underground 

natural gas line pipelines and to construct and install a Town Border Station (TBS) for 

the delivery of natural gas to the customers in the City of Virginia contingent upon the 

City of Virginia signing the Memorandum of Understanding for the 2016 Natural Gas 

Line Project.  Ayes – All. 

 

4. Easement Conveyance of lands in Section 32, Township 58 North, Range 17 West to 

the City of Virginia for constructing various natural gas processing facilities and 

underground natural gas line pipelines for the delivery of natural gas to the 

customers in the City of Virginia 

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Hoag to approve the Easement of 

lands in Section 32, Township 58 North, Range 17 West to the City of Virginia for 

constructing various natural gas processing facilities and underground natural gas line 

pipelines for the delivery of natural gas to the customers in the City of Virginia 

contingent upon the City of Virginia signing the Memorandum of Understanding for the 

2016 Natural Gas Line Project.  Ayes – All. 

 

5. Purchase agreement for vacant land adjacent to 1809 Station 44 Road 

 

Councilor Koivunen thanked the property owners for being cooperative and easy to work 

with. 

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve the Purchase 

Agreement with Edward Hozian and Sandy Hozian for the vacant land adjacent to 1809 

Station 44 Road in the amount of $10,000.  Ayes - All. 

 

6. Authorize Benchmark to call for bids for storm sewer replacement on the 200 block 

of Garfield St. 
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Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Koivunen to authorize Benchmark 

Engineering to call for bids for storm sewer replacement on the 200 block of Garfield 

Street.  Ayes – All. 

 

7. Pay Request No. 2 from Jola & Sopp Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $74,419.20 

for Pierce Street Sanitary Sewer Improvements Project 

 

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Lillis to approve Pay Request No. 2 

from Jola & Sopp Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $74,419.20 for Pierce Street Sanitary 

Sewer Improvements Project.  Ayes – All. 

 

Public Works Director Rosati said Jola & Sopp needs to finish paving Fayal Road and 

complete clean up and restoration of landscaping on Pierce Street. 

 

8. Pay Request No. 1 from 3D Concrete & Construction, Inc. in the amount of 

$19,942.27 for Veterans Park on Ely Lake Pavilion Roof Replacement 

 

Motion by Councilor Hoag, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve Pay Request No. 1 

from 3D Concrete & Construction, Inc. in the amount of $19,942.27 for Veterans Park 

on Ely Lake Pavilion Roof Replacement.  Ayes – All. 

 

9. Right of Entry request from Verizon Wireless 

 

This item was removed from the Agenda.   

 

10. Introduction and first reading of an Ordinance Opting out the Requirements of 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 462.3593 

 

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve introduction and 

first reading of an Ordinance Opting out the Requirements of Minnesota Statutes, 

Section 462.3593.  Ayes – All. 

 

11. Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make Application to and Accept 

Funds from the IRRRB Development Infrastructure Grant Program for the 

Eveleth-Virginia Airport 

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Koivunen to adopt Resolution No. 

2016-29, “Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make Application to and Accept 

Funds from the IRRRB Development Infrastructure Grant Program for the Eveleth-

Virginia Airport.”  Ayes - All 

 

12. Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make Application to and Accept 

Funds from the IRRRB Commercial Redevelopment Grant Program for the 

Demolition of Commercial Tax Forfeit Properties  
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Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve 

Resolution No. 2016-30, “Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make 

Application to and Accept Funds from the IRRRB Commercial Redevelopment Grant 

Program for the Demolition of Commercial Tax Forfeit Properties.”  Ayes – All.  

 
13. Renewal application for Optional Liquor 2AM License for Sue’s Penalty Box, 311 

Grant Avenue 

 

Motion by Councilor Hadrava, second by Councilor Hoag to approve Optional Liquor 2 

AM License for Sue’s Penalty Box, 311 Grant Avenue, Eveleth, Minnesota.  Ayes – All. 

 

K. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 Councilor Lillis announced that Eveleth will be participating in National Night Out later 

today.  A gathering will be held at the Leonidas Community Center from 4-6 p.m. and at the 

Veterans Lake Park from 6-8 p.m.  There will be an assortment of activities for the kids.  

Lillis encouraged the public to attend. 

 

Councilor Hadrava said the Council Chambers gets very hot during the summer.  He 

proposed the City look into air conditioning.  Councilor Koivunen suggested getting an 

estimate from North Country Heating, Cooling, and Refrigeration Inc. as they will be 

installing air conditioning at the Fire Hall.   

 

Councilor Koivunen said it has been a good summer.  He cautioned drivers to be safe as kids 

will be headed back to school soon. 

 

 Councilor Hoag reported on the improvements at the Eveleth HRA to include: new furnaces, 

sump pumps, security cameras and painting of exterior doors.  Bill Aho, HRA Board, said 

the goal is to get the residents to invest in their environment.  They can participate to make it 

a nice place to live.  The HRA has supplied flowers for residents to plant if they choose.  Aho 

indicated the HRA will receive a $15,000 rebate on the purchase of the furnaces.   

 

 Councilor Hadrava commented that the County has been doing a good job on the CSAH 

roads.  Mayor Vlaisavljevich praised the County for their work on forfeited properties.  

 

 Monahan-Junek reported on the City Auditorium.  The City plans to begin calling for bids for 

the next phase of reconstruction.  Monahan-Junek hopes the Auditorium will be ready for use 

by February 1, 2017. 

 

 Bill Aho, Eveleth Heritage Committee, announced the possibility of the world renowned 

musician Chenet holding a concert in conjunction with the Mesabi Band at the City 

Auditorium in May of 2017. 

 



 

 
Eveleth City Council Meeting 

August 2, 2016 

Page 6 of 6 

 

L. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

 

Police Chief – Chief Koivunen recently had a conversation with County Commissioner Keith 

Nelson regarding the rough railroad tracks on County Highway 101.  The railroad is 

concerned about closure time of the tracks in order to make the repairs.   

 

Chief Koivunen said he will be heading out to West Eveleth and Veterans Park for National 

Night Out.  He encouraged the public to attend.  They will be serving hot dogs, hamburgers, 

chips and pop.  Prizes will be given. 

 

Public Works Director – Director Rosati has been receiving calls about garbage bins being 

filled up with recyclable materials.  Rosati encouraged residents to keep the garbage 

collection costs down by recycling.  Bins are available 24 hours a day at the City Garage.  A 

recycling pickup schedule is available at City Hall. 

 

M. ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m.  

 

 

_________________________________ 

Robert Vlaisavljevich, Mayor 

 

          Attest: 

                       

_________________________________ 

               Jackie Monahan-Junek 

              City Clerk Administrator 

 

 

Approved: August 16, 2016 

Published: September 16, 2016 

 

 

 

 


