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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m., June 4, 2013 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Vlaisavljevich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

B. ROLL CALL  

 

 Councilor Beth Peterson, Present 
 Councilor Brad Hadrava, Present 
 Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 
 Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present 
 Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present 
 
 Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie 

Friebe; City Attorney Mitch Brunfelt; Director of Public Works Michael Wiskow; Chief of 
Police Timothy Koivunen; Benchmark Engineering, Eric Fallstrom  

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to approve Agenda and Minutes of 
Special City Council Meeting held May 16, 2013.  Ayes – All. 

 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
E. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 
 Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve the following 

appointments:   
 

1. Appoint Kelly Miller to the Eveleth HRA for term effective June 25, 2013 to June 24, 
2014;  

 
2. Appoint Garrison Hale to the Planning Commission for term effective June 4, 2013 to 

January 31, 2017; and 
 

3. Appoint Mark McCarty to the Joint Cable TV Access Board for term effective June 4, 
2013 to December 31, 2015. 

 
Ayes – All. 

 

F. VISITOR/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS  
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 Attorney Todd Deal appeared on behalf of his client Sharon Bianchini.  Attorney Deal 
provided the Council with affidavits and a petition signed by residents who gave statements 
that Ms. Bianchini’s dog, Spike, is not dangerous.  Ms. Bianchini was cited for harboring a 
dangerous dog in October of 2011. 

 
 Mayor Vlaisavljevich said the Council will discuss this matter as it appears on the Agenda.      
 

G. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
1. Approval of Claims – May 2013 in the amount of $289,793.09 
 

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Peterson to approve Consent Agenda.  
Ayes – All. 

 
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

  
 None. 

 

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

J.   NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Resolution Authorizing Conveyance of Real Estate to William McKenzie and Carol 

McKenzie 

 
Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Lillis to authorize Conveyance of 
Real Estate to William McKenzie and Carol McKenzie for The South 1/2 of the East 

60.00 feet of Lot 18, Block 42, EVELETH SECOND ADDITION, according to the 
recorded plat thereof, and on file in St. Louis County, Minnesota.  Ayes – All. 

 
Adam and Geri Venne and William and Carol McKenzie will be paying $750 jointly for 
the two parcels of land. 

 

2. Resolution Authorizing Conveyance of Real Estate to Adam Venne and Geri Venne 

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Hadrava to authorize Conveyance of 
Real Estate to Adam Venne and Geri Venne for The North 1/2 of the East 60.00 feet of 

Lot 18, Block 42, EVELETH SECOND ADDITION, according to the recorded plat 
thereof, and on file in St. Louis County, Minnesota.  Ayes – All. 

 
3. Refund Sidney Mark Knutson & Pamela F. Omersa 
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Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Lillis to refund Sidney Mark 
Knutson and Pamela F. Omersa $600.00 for discrepancy of Lot 11E on 17

th
 Avenue in 

West Eveleth.  Ayes – All. 
 

After Knutson and Omersa purchased the lot it was measured and determined to be 27 
feet smaller than advertised. 

  
Councilor Peterson asked if the other lots are now advertised correctly.  City 
Clerk/Administrator Monahan-Junek will confirm with Benchmark Engineering. 
 

4.  Letter from Cruise Eveleth Car Show regarding August 23, 2013 Elks Corn 

Feed/Cruise Eveleth Car Show 

 
Mike Koenigsberg, Eveleth Elks Lodge #1161, and Gary Skerjance, Cruise Car Show 
and Cruise, submitted a request to the Council for the Cruise Eveleth Car Show and Elks 
Corn Feed to be held August 23, 2013.  They are seeking City assistance for street 
closures, barricade delivery and placement of parking signage for the event.   

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve request from 
Cruise Eveleth Car Show and Elks Corn Feed to barricade streets (Grant Avenue from 

Jackson Street to Monroe Street; Jones Street from Adams to Douglas Avenue) for the 
Cruise Eveleth Car Show to be held August 23, 2013.  Ayes – All. 

 
5. Recommendation from Police Chief Requesting a Request for Hearing from Sharon 

Bianchini 

 
Mayor Vlaisavljevich said the Council has read the recommendation from Police Chief 
Koivunen regarding Sharon Bianchini’s request for a hearing on Ms. Bianchini’s citations 
for harboring a dangerous dog. 
 
Attorney Brunfelt said the City Attorney’s office concurs with Chief Koivunen in that the 
request for a hearing should be denied.  Brunfelt said she waived her right to a hearing 
many months ago, and the petitions and letters signed by residents are mute.  Brunfelt 
said this has been a roller coaster ride of criminal activity.  The City attempted to work 
with Ms. Bianchini and agreed to remove some of the citations for harboring a dangerous 
animal if she removed the dog from the City limits.  Ms. Bianchini did not live up to her 
end of the deal. 
 
Councilor Lillis said that Ms. Bianchini will have her right to be heard in District Court.  
Attorney Brunfelt said if the judge decides the animal is not dangerous, the City will have 
to live with the decision. 
 
Councilor Peterson questioned the letter to Ms. Bianchini dated November 9, 2011.  
Councilor Lillis, who was Police Chief at that time, clarified that Ms. Bianchini received 
a letter in August of 2011 regarding her rights to appeal the dangerous animal within 15 
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days.  The letter of November 9, 2011 notified Ms. Bianchini of her summons with the 
District Court.  
 
Attorney Deal said he wanted to clarify the point that “Ms. Bianchini will still have her 
day in Court.”  Deal said the Court will not be deciding on whether or not Ms. 
Bianchini’s animal is dangerous, but on the criminal activity.  Deal said they are asking 
for a hearing by the City Council to determine the right answer for the pet.   
 
Attorney Brunfelt agreed with Attorney Deal that the Court would not make the 
determination on whether or not the animal is dangerous.  Brunfelt pointed out that the 
City has incurred a lot of prosecution fees, and asked the Council, “Why would the City 
give away its own case?”   
 
Mayor Vlaisavljevich asked why Ms. Bianchini did not have the hearing back in 2011.  
Attorney Deal said she did not understand her rights. 
 
Sharon Bianchini said she had never received a letter from an officer which said she 
could approach the Council.  Bianchini thought the Court would take care of the matter.  
 
Mayor Vlaisavljevich said he was not qualified to make a determination on whether or 
not the dog is dangerous.  Attorney Deal said he believed that law enforcement is not 
qualified either.  Deal said they received their information and made their determination 
based on unsubstantiated claims against the animal. 
 
Councilor Hadrava suggested that perhaps animal control could decide whether or not the 
animal is dangerous.  Councilor Peterson proposed the City ask animal control to observe 
the dog. 
 
Attorney Brunfelt said that typically the hearing is a trial where the Council bases its 
finding on evidence. 
 
Mayor Vlaisavljevich said the Council should follow the recommendation of the Police 
Chief and City Attorney. 
 
Councilor Peterson said she tends to lean towards the advice of the staff, but found it 
difficult to go against the 48 voices on the petition. 
 
Vlaisavljevich said that dealing with a pet is hard because it is a family matter. 
 
Councilor Lillis said his concern is that Ms. Bianchini and Attorney Deal are presenting 
20 months after the designation of the animal.  Since that time there have been numerous 
legal processes.  Lillis questioned what would happen with all of the criminal charges.  
He said that given the timing, it would be a disservice to the victims. 
 
Attorney Brunfelt said this dog killed one dog and severely injured another dog. 
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Attorney Deal said these are allegations and the victims could be called to testify at the 
Council’s hearing. 
 
Attorney Brunfelt said he has talked extensively with Prosecuting Attorney Mike 
Kearney.  Attorney Kearney is a fair prosecutor and has tried to give Ms. Bianchini every 
chance.  Brunfelt said this dangerous animal is a nuisance to the community, and that 
some dogs do not fit into a densely compact area.   
 
Sharon Bianchini asked if anyone tried to meet the dog. 
 
Attorney Deal said the fairness of Attorney Kearney is not challenged, but the dangerous 
dog designation has already been made for Kearney.   
 
Police Chief Koivunen said an agreement was made a year ago with Ms. Bianchini to 
have the animal removed from the City of Eveleth.  Ms. Bianchini did not follow through 
with the agreement.  The Police Department now has six citations against Bianchini for 
harboring the dog. 
 
Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Koivunen to deny dangerous dog 
hearing request by Sharon Bianchini.  Ayes – Peterson, Koivunen, Lillis, Vlaisavljevich.  

Nays – Hadrava.  Motion carried. 
 

6. Independent Contract Between City of Eveleth and Anthony Jeffries for Zoning 

Administrator Services 

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Hadrava to extend independent 

contract for six months between City of Eveleth and Anthony Jeffries for zoning 
administrator services.  Ayes – All. 

 
7. City Assessing 

 

The County Board sets the rates for assessing services provided by the County Assessor’s 
Office, and has given an estimate of $31,481.51.  The assessment period would run from 
July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.  The City would be billed in the Fall of 2014. 
 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Koivunen to continue with St. Louis 

County assessing services for July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.  Ayes – All. 

 

8. Letter from Polly Sorcan requesting to purchase Lots 1 and 2, Block 21, Volcansek 

Addition for $1,000 per lot 

 

The City received a letter from Polly Sorcan and Myron Cook.  Ms. Sorcan (Lots 1 and 2, 
Block 21, Volcansek Addition) and Myron Cook (Lots 3 and 4, Block 21, Volcansek 
Addition) would like to purchase City owned land adjacent to their property at a price of 
$1,000 each.  The Council would like to have the land surveyed. 
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Eric Fallstrom, Benchmark Engineering, said the survey may or may not be simple.  
Fallstrom said sometimes it can cost $300 and sometimes $3,000.  He will report back to 
City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek with an estimate.   
 
This item will be put on hold until the next meeting. 
 

9. Letter from Myron and Janet Cook requesting to purchase Lots 3 and 4, Block 21, 

Volcansek Addition for $1,000 per lot 

 
This item addressed above. 

 
10. Consider accepting proposal for Auditorium hazardous material abatement  

 
Proposals were received on June 4, 2013 for hazardous material abatement at the City 
Auditorium as follows: 
 
Grivette Environmental      $21,285.00 
Eveleth, MN            
 
AbateTek Environmental      $13,252.00 
Hibbing, MN       
 
Northern Environmental      $33,990.00 
Hibbing, MN 
 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to accept proposal from 

AbateTek Environmental for hazardous material abatement from the City Auditorium in 
the amount of $13,252.00 contingent upon submittal of a Certificate of Insurance and 

Project Labor Agreement.  Ayes – All. 
 

11. Consider accepting proposal for Auditorium fire sprinkler system repair and 

upgrade 

 
The following proposals were received on June 4, 2013 for repair of the fire sprinkler 
system at the Auditorium: 
 

 Proposal Total Cost  
Base Proposal 

Hourly Labor Rate(s) Material Mark up 

Summit Fire Protection  
Duluth, MN 

$11,230.00 $70.00/hour Cost plus 8% 

A.G. O’Brien Plumbing & Heating  
Hermantown, MN 

$10,894.00 $79.00/hour Fitter 
$68.00/hour Apprentice 

Cost plus 18% 

Viking Automatic Sprinkler 
Duluth, MN  

$11,381.00 $86.00/hour Cost plus 10% 

 
Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to accept proposal from 

A.G. O’Brien Plumbing & Heating, Hermantown, Minnesota in the amount of $10,894.00 
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for repair and upgrade of fire sprinkler system at the City Auditorium contingent upon 
submittal of Certificate of Insurance and Project Labor Agreement.  Ayes – All. 

 
12. Consider special meeting to consider proposals for Northside Skating Shack – 

Proposals to be received by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

 
Director Wiskow would like to have a special meeting to consider proposals from the 
Northside Skating Shack.  Proposals will be received by noon on Tuesday, June 11, 
2013.  Wiskow would like to wait until after June 18th so that he has time for review. 

 

13. Consider accepting quotation for Golf Course herbicides and pesticides 

 
The City received one quotation for Golf Course herbicides and pesticides from MTI 
Distributing, Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. 
 
Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to accept quotation for 

Golf Course herbicides and pesticides from MTI Distributing, Brooklyn Center, 
Minnesota in the amount of $8,944.45.  Ayes – All. 

 
14. Consider quotation for replacement of dump box on Truck #12 

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve replacement of 

dump box on Truck #12 in the amount of $18,695.92.  Ayes – All. 
 

15. Removal of Police Officer from Probationary Status 

 
Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Koivunen to remove Officer Christopher 
Melin from full-time probationary status effective June 19, 2013 and that Officer Melin 

officially be classified as a full-time regular police patrol officer.  Ayes – All. 
 
Council Lillis said he understands that Melin is doing a fine job for the City of Eveleth. 

 

K. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
 Councilor Peterson said she appreciates the HRA appointment tonight. 
 
 Director Wiskow said there had been a scheduled water outage yesterday for the Jones Street 

Improvement Project.  The water was not turned back on until 10:00 p.m.  Wiskow said that 
is not acceptable.  He talked with the contractor, and hopes to see improvements.  Councilor 
Koivunen asked if there is a time line for the contractors to be working.  Koivunen said he 
was awaken at 6:00 a.m. by the noise of construction.  Director Wiskow said he was 
originally told they would be working from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   

 
 Eric Fallstrom, Benchmark Engineering, was at the job site prior to the Council meeting and 

talked to the inspector.  Fallstrom said that some of the same residents will be impacted by 
the next water outage.  Fallstrom asked residents to be patient. 
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 Councilor Hadrava thanked Faye Svoda for cleaning up around town this spring. 
 
 Mayor Vlaisavljevich said he is glad to see his pet projects (Auditorium and Northside 

Skating Shack) being pushed along.  
 

L. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

 

M. ADJOURN 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Robert Vlaisavljevich, Mayor 
 

          Attest: 
           
              _________________________________ 

               Jackie Monahan-Junek 
              City Clerk Administrator  
 
Approved: July 2, 2013 
 
 
 


