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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m., May 21, 2013 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Vlaisavljevich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

B. ROLL CALL  

 

Councilor Beth Peterson, Present 
 Councilor Brad Hadrava, Present 
 Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 
 Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present 
 Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present 
 
 Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie 

Friebe; City Attorney Mike Patchin; Director of Public Works Michael Wiskow; Chief of 
Police Timothy Koivunen; Benchmark Engineering, Eric Fallstrom 

  

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to approve the following minutes: 

 

 1. Minutes of Special City Council Meeting held April 30, 2013 

 2. Minutes of City Council Workshop held Meeting May 7, 2013 
 3. Minutes of City Council Meeting held May 7, 2013 

  
 Ayes – All. 

 
D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve agenda with 

Addition of “J4. Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make Application to and 
Accept Funds from the IRRB Residential Redevelopment Grant Program.”  Ayes – All.  

 
E. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. Reappoint Patti Chopp to the EDA for the term 5/4/2013 – 5/3/2019 

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Hadrava to reappoint Patti Chopp 

to the Eveleth EDA for the term effective 5/4/2013 to 5/3/2019.  Ayes – All. 
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F. VISITOR/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS  

 

 Attorney Todd Deal addressed the Council on behalf of his client, Sharon Bianchini.  
Attorney Deal requested relief from the dangerous dog classification for Ms. Bianchini’s 
dog, Spike.  Deal said when his client was issued the citations, she not aware of her rights to 
a hearing.  He said the City Code allows for a hearing within 15 days, and the matter is now 
about 18 months old.  Deal asked the Council to consider a hearing based on his following 
opinion: 

 
1.  Ms. Bianchini received a letter from the Police Department with notification that she was 

harboring a dangerous animal.  Ms. Bianchini was not aware of her rights to an appeal 
hearing before the City Council;  

 
2. A fact finding hearing would exonerate Ms. Bianchini’s pet as it relates to allegations by 

citizens; and 
 
3. The hearing would allow Ms. Bianchini to reveal the changes she has made, and to reveal 

there is no danger from the pet. 

 

 Attorney Deal said that Ms. Bianchini is asking for her right to be heard.  He said she loves 
her dog, Spike, and petitions have been signed by those who are willing to talk about the 
animal.  Attorney Deal asked for extraordinary relief from the Council, and requested the 
animal ticketing be temporarily stayed. 

 
 Attorney Patchin recommended the Council table the request for a hearing as there are 

criminal matters pending.  Patchin said that would allow time to review the City Code and 
pending actions so that an opinion could be given at the next meeting. 

 
 Councilor Hadrava questioned how often Ms. Bianchini would receive a ticket. 
 
 Attorney Patchin said law enforcement would be able to ticket daily for the dangerous dog. 
 
 Councilor Lillis said he is familiar with the situation as he was Police Chief at the time of the 

incident.  Lillis said he would not be in favor of any type of stay, and suggested Ms. 
Bianchini remove the animal from City limits until a decision has been made by the Council. 

 

 Police Chief Koivunen said Ms. Bianchini has a lengthy history.  Koivunen said there were 
several outstanding tickets last summer, and an agreement was made with Ms. Bianchini.  
Koivunen said Ms. Bianchini did not fulfill her end of the agreement.  

 
 Councilor Peterson asked Chief Koivunen if he would be against holding a hearing.  

Koivunen said he would not recommend a hearing, and that the incident dates back to 2011. 

 

 Lynn Baumchen, neighbor to Ms. Bianchini, spoke regarding Ms. Bianchini’s dog.  
Baumchen said the dog is not dangerous, and does not jump over the fence.  Baumchen said 
that Bianchini has made the fence higher, and moved the dog out to her brother’s house in 
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the country.  Baumchen indicated that the brother’s house was destroyed in a fire, and that is 
the reason the dog is back with Ms. Bianchini. 

 

 Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Koivunen to table the request for an appeal 

hearing for Sharon Bianchini until the next City Council Meeting on June 4, 2013.  Ayes – 
All. 

 

 The City Council will decide at the June 4th meeting whether or not to allow a hearing.  In 
the event the Council allows a hearing, a special meeting would be scheduled for the hearing. 
It was recommended that Ms. Bianchini find alternate housing for her dog as she would still 
be in violation of harboring a dangerous animal. 

 

G. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Approval of Payroll – May 1-15, 2013 in the amount of $90,596.49 
 

Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Hadrava to approve Consent 
Agenda.  Ayes – All. 

 
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

  
 None. 

 

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

J.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Request from Chief Koivunen to sell forfeited vehicle 

 
Motion by Councilor Peterson, second by Councilor Lillis to authorize Police Chief to 

sell 1998 Plymouth Neon (VIN:  1P3ES47C8WD527423) using the usual and customary 
competitive bid process of Oberfoell Auctioneers/Do-Bid.com.  Ayes – All. 

 
2. Consider accepting proposal for engineering services for WWTP dechlorination 

project 

 
Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Peterson to accept proposal for 
engineering services for Wastewater Treatment Plant dechlorination project from 

Benchmark Engineering, Inc. and Stanec in an amount not to exceed $7,520.00.  Ayes – 
All. 

 
3. Consider requesting placement on the 2014 Drinking Water Revolving Fund 

Intended Use Plan (IUP) 
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Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Hadrava to authorize placement on the 
2014 Drinking Water Revolving Fund Intended Use Plan (IUP).  Ayes – All. 

 
4. Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make Application to and Accept 

Funds from the IRRB Residential Redevelopment Grant Program 

 
 Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Hadrava to adopt Resolution No. 

2013-12, “Resolution Authorizing the City of Eveleth to Make Application to and Accept 

Funds from the IRRB Residential Redevelopment Grant Program.”  Ayes – All. 
  

K. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

L. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

 
Police Chief – Chief Koivunen thanked all who participated in the Eveleth D.A.R.E. 
graduation.  Koivunen commended Eveleth D.A.R.E. Officer Linde for an outstanding job. 

 
Koivunen said the last few weeks have been very busy.  The Eveleth Police Department has 
worked jointly with other law enforcement agencies to apprehend six individuals on drug 
charges.  Koivunen said the new black SUV squad is in service, and may be seen driving 
around town.  He also wished everyone a safe Memorial Day Weekend. 

 
Public Works Director – Director Wiskow said the Spring cleanup will go through the end of 
next week. 
 
City Engineer – Eric Fallstrom, Benchmark Engineering, informed the public that Phase I 
(Elba to Hat Trick Avenue) of the Jones Street Project is underway.  The first phase is 
anticipated to be complete by the end of June.  Weekly construction meetings are held on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.  The public is welcome to attend.   

 
Councilor Peterson asked if medications are still being collected at the Police Department.  
Chief Koivunen said the medication drop off is ongoing and available for the public. 

 
 Councilor Koivunen announced the opening of the Golf Course. 
 
 Councilor Lillis wished everyone a safe and enjoyable Memorial Weekend. 
 

Mayor Vlaisavljevich informed the public of projects in progress to include the Northside 
Skate Shack and the City Auditorium.  Mayor said the Auditorium needs asbestos removal 
and installation of sprinklers.  Vlaisavljevich assured the public the City is moving ahead. 

 
Clerk-Administrator – Monahan-Junek read a letter from the Eveleth Police Commission 
thanking the Eveleth Police Department for their dedication in recognition of National Police 
Week. 
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Tony Jeffries, Eveleth Zoning Administrator, reminded the public if they are doing any 
outside improvements to their property, they need to get a permit from the City.  There is 
currently no cost for the permit, but it is important for equalization of properties. 
 
Ryan Gulbranson, property owner of 602 Grant Avenue, addressed the Council with a 
request for a curb cut.  Gulbranson said there is currently no way to access the property from 
Hayes Street.  He said it would be for employees, taxicabs and vehicles that are for sale.   
 
Chief Koivunen commended Gulbranson for starting a new business and indicated he had a 
discussion with Gulbranson regarding the request for a curb cut.  Koivunen said the current 
curb cut cannot be used.  He would like to see a plan for future use of the property, and does 
not feel comfortable recommending a curb cut without the formal plan. 
 
Councilor Lillis questioned whether or not this matter would usually be decided by the City 
Council or the zoning administrator.  Mayor Vlaisavljevich said he would like to see some 
harmony in the neighborhood.  Chief Koivunen said the lot is presently not level, hilly and 
unappealing for car sales.  Zoning Administrator Jeffries concurred with Koivunen that there 
needs to be more planning.   

 
M. ADJOURN 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Robert Vlaisavljevich, Mayor 
 

          Attest: 
           
              _________________________________ 

               Jackie Monahan-Junek 
              City Clerk Administrator  
 
Approved: July 2, 2013 

  
 


