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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Special Meeting 

March 25, 2015 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

4:30 p.m. 

 

 

A. Call to Order  

 

 Mayor Vlaisavljevich called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

 

B. Roll Call 

 

Councilor Brian Hoag, Present 

Councilor Brad Hadrava, Absent 

Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 

Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present 

Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present 

 

Also present:  City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Chief of Police Tim 

Koivunen; Director of Public Works Michael Wiskow; City Attorney Bonnie Thayer; Fire 

Chief Scott Haas; Interim Ambulance Director Nikki Sopp  

 

C. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Discussion of allegations of misconduct by one City employee 

 

This item was originally posted as a closed meeting for preliminary discussion of 

allegations of misconduct by one City employee.  Elizabeth Mooreland, the employee, 

requested that this meeting be open.   

 

The Mayor invited Ms. Mooreland to speak to the Council.   

 

Ms. Mooreland said “I feel as though I shouldn’t have reported my assault because my 

um biggest fear of was who would find out, who would think less of me and what my 

possible consequences could have been.  Um but I felt that I needed to report the crime, I 

felt it was the right thing to do um and I feel as though we wouldn’t be here had I not 

reported the crime, nothing would be happening now had I not done the right thing and 

reported my assault, and the prior information to the assault would not have come forth, 

again, had I not reported the case.” 

 

The Mayor stated that the council had picked up bit and pieces and that this is the first 

formal information from the investigation the Council has to look at, and that it is 

important enough for everybody they should have a chance to look at the information.  
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Mayor offered that Ms. Mooreland could speak at another meeting in front of the council 

after the council had the chance to look at the information.  

 

Ms. Moorland said “I know at first I did say that it was consensual, but um with talking to 

my sexual advocate councilor, um my mother who is a marriage family therapist, and 

many other adults, um I recognize and understand that I was manipulated, I was abused, 

um I was coerced into these ah sexual acts.  Um I’m only 20 years old, this male is 15 16 

years my senior um and I think it’s very easy for him to manipulate someone who is not 

experienced in life, who is not experienced with any…any…any…I’m sure how to word 

it really, any,  I don’t know how to word it, I’m just not experienced.  And I just feel as 

though I was, I was manipulated, I was guilted, I was influenced um and I just think it is 

very unfair that now after I have reported a crime of being sexually assaulted at work, um 

I’m possibly being terminated for something that I manipulated for.”   

 

The Mayor stated that there has been no decision to do anything.  Since Ms. Moorland 

requested an open meeting, he wanted Ms. Moorland to give her point of view so when 

the council examines the information, they have Ms. Mooreland’s perspective.  The 

Council needs a chance to look at this information. 

 

Councilor Lillis stated that the Council needs to take this seriously, needs to do due 

diligence, were just given the documents a short time ago, and need time to give this 

investigation justice.  Lillis asked Ms. Moorland if she intended to remain as an EMT for 

Eveleth.   

 

Ms. Moorland replied Yes and said “Um, just recently I had gotten the ah police 

statements so I had read my attackers statements about me and I um have seen that 

everything he had said is completely fabricated.  Um nothing in his report is true um and 

I’m very, I’m upset with that, I don’t know what I’m supposed to do with that.” 

 

Councilor Hoag referenced the report from the St. Louis County Sheriff’s and it is all 

him. 

 

The Mayor stated he is not taking the matter lightly.  The (ambulance) department is a 

very important part of the city and public perception is a big thing and he wants to make 

sure things are handled appropriately and all the information is there and this is nothing 

we jump into.  There is a lot involved and a reflection on everybody.  Council just got the 

info and needs to examine the information. 

 

Ms. Mooreland said “And Um I will also say that I was not the first person to have 

intercourse at the hall and um I won’t say any names being that as this is all pertaining to 

me um but again I feel as though, I feel victimized a 100% because I reported a crime and 

this is all, all prior information came to light just because I reported a crime. Um.” 

 

Councilor Lillis stated this Council wants to proceed cautiously.  We want a full council 

available to study this and deliberate on the case and ultimately make a decision.  Lillis 
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stated this meeting can be considered a preliminary examination of the allegations and 

asked Ms. Mooreland to bear with us; this is a process we do have in place to deal with 

issues and there are no preconceived notions at the council level.  No decisions have been 

made.   

 

Councilor Koivunen stated he is glad we are pushing this off.  He just received the 

reports 15 minutes ago and needs to time to read it and for it to sink in, and this affects 

someone’s life. 

 

The Mayor stated he is not taking any more (public) discussion and that April 7 will be 

the next meeting and this will be on the agenda. 

 

The Mayor thanked everyone for coming.   

 

Councilor Hoag stated he wanted to settle this tonight but that is not the consensus.   

 

Councilor Koivunen stated he can’t in good faith make a decision without studying the 

information. 

 

2. Discuss Minnesota Power proposed sub-station in Eveleth 

 

Due to the impending relocation of Highway 53, Minnesota Power has proposed to build 

a sub-station on City owned property (snow dump) on Hat Trick Avenue.  The City 

Council is receptive to selling the property to Minnesota Power for the right price.  There 

will be a public hearing at the April 7 regular City Council meeting.  Minnesota Power 

has published notices in the newspapers and sent notices to the adjacent property owners.   

 

3. Rental Agreement with Roller Underground for use of Hippodrome 

 

Roller Underground would like to rent the Hippodrome Monday and Thursday evenings 

from 5-8 p.m. for $50/night rental fee. 

 

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Lillis to approve the Rental 

Agreement with Roller Underground for use of Hippodrome.  Ayes – All. 

 

4. Consider approving organizational structure and related compensation (as it relates 

to Ambulance Service) 

 

5. Consider approving EMS Coordinator and related compensation 

 

6. Discuss Fire Department personnel pension and compensation 

 

Items 4., 5., and 6 will be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

7. Approve hire for Library Technician Position 
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This item will be brought to the April 7th regular City Council meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:04 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Robert Vlaisavljevich, Mayor 

 

          Attest: 

                       

_________________________________ 

               Jackie Monahan-Junek 

              City Clerk Administrator 

 

 

 

Approved: April 21, 2015 

Published: May 1, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


