
 

Fence Regulations (Section 11.09 of Eveleth City Code) 
 

The purpose of this section of City Code is to promote a pleasant environment and 
protect public and private property within the City by regulating the location, height, 
type of construction and maintenance of fences.  Home and business owners are 
advised to contact the City Zoning Administrator before beginning work of fencing.  

In any district and including districts not defined herein, the guidelines for the 
installation and maintenance of fences as described in “DEFINITIONS” shall apply 
as follows: 
 

 
 
Subd. 1. Fence Size and Location 
(1) Any solid or opaque fence erected, placed and maintained along a lot line in a front or corner side yard shall not 

exceed a maximum height of thirty-six (36) inches or three (3) feet.   Fences in such locations providing at minimum 
60% visibility (such as chain link) shall not exceed a height of forty-eight (48) inches or four (4) feet. 

(2) No fence shall exceed a maximum height of seventy-twp (72) inches or six (6) feet.  Privacy fences located along 
the interior lot line from the principal building setback line to the rear lot line cannot exceed the height maximum of 

six (6) feet and where any structure from on an adjoining property conflicts, a minimum side yard clearance of four 
(4) feet must be maintained. 

(3) No fence shall be permitted that materially impedes or blocks and the view for vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic on 
streets, alleys, private or public driveway entrances/exits, or that may restrict snow plowing of streets. 

 
Subd. 2. Fence Construction 
(1) Fences must be constructed in a substantial manner, of substantial materials, have good workmanship and be 

reasonably suitable for the purpose for which they are intended.   

(2) Approved materials are metal, treated wood, masonry, and similar long life, wood or composite materials that are 
decay resistant and designed to be used as fencing materials. 

(3) Where applicable, posts and framework for a fence must face toward the property owner’s side (inward) and where 
required, both sides must be maintained by the fence owner. 

(4) Fences and/or part of fences that fall into disrepair are considered a public nuisance and must be removed. 
 
Subd. 3. Maintenance and Trash/Rubbish Removal 
(1) It is the responsibility of the property or fence owner to maintain the appearance of fences, to clean up any accumu-

lation of debris along both sides of fence lines and to trim weeds, grass and shrubs next to fence lines. 
 
Subd. 4. Permits 
(1) In all cases, a zoning permit application must be completed before a fence can be built.  The permit must be com-

pleted in the name of the owner of the property where the fence will be located. 
(2) Property owners should attempt to location their lot corner stakes or markers and may be required to obtain a 

survey of their property prior to receiving a permit.  In addition, property owners must provide a site plan detailing 
specifications for the fence and any fee required must be paid before a permit is issued. 

(3) Property owners are responsible for notifying GOPHER STATE—ONE CALL 800-252-1166 for the locations of 
public utilities, etc. before digging. 

 
Subd. 5. Non-Conforming Fences 

(1) All existing fences at the time of adoption of this Section that are not in violation of this Section and that are not 
located within a public right-of-way or easement, but which violate other parts of this code, may be continued as 
long as they are maintained, but may not be rebuilt or replaced except in conformance with this section if damaged 
or destroyed or considered unserviceable.   

 
Subd. 6. Prohibitions 
(1) It is unlawful for any person or construct and maintain or allow to be constructed or maintained upon any residential 

property or any property abutting residential property located in the City limits of Eveleth any barbed wire fence, 

spiked fence, or any fence charged or connected to electrical current in a manner that would transmit such electrical 
current to a person or animal that might come in contact with the fence. 
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Residential Decks (Section 11.10 of Eveleth City Code)  
 
The purpose of this section of City Code is to provide guidelines on the 
placement and construction of residential decks that will promote a pleasant 

environment while protecting public and private property in the City of Eve-
leth.  Residential decks are intended to be used for purposes of enjoying the 
out-of-doors environment without benefit of enclosure walls, ceilings, roofs, 
doors, or windows.    

 
 
 
Subd. 1.  Deck Description 

(1)  For purposes of this ordinance, a deck is defined as a "structure" having a fixed location on the ground with a 
floor height minimum of twelve (12) inches above grade level and that is more than six (6) feet in width and 
more than four (4) feet in depth.  No part of a deck will be covered by a permanent roof whether an integrated 
part of the deck structure or designed as a stand alone feature.  A residence deck can be either attached or 

unattached to the principal or accessory structure. 
(2)   A deck shall be considered a part of the building area for purposes of determining the building to land ratio 

applicable for the location and the zoning district where it is located. 
(3)   As a structure, a deck located in the principal structure setback zone whether attached or unattached must 

comply with the setback requirements applicable to principal structures for the zoning district where it is a 
permitted use.  With the exception of the front yard, an encroachment of up to four (4) feet on any setback 
zone may be permitted provided there is a minimum  four (4) feet remaining between a neighboring structure 
including a fence, but in no case can a deck be closer than two (2) feet from a property boundary as         

determined by a certified survey. 
 
Subd. 2.  Deck Construction 
(1)   Decks must be constructed in a substantial manner, of substantial materials, have good workmanship, and be 

suitable for the purpose intended. 
(2)   Approved materials are metal, treated wood, masonry, and similar long life wood, or composite materials that 

are decay resistant and designed to be used where extreme exposure to elements is expected. 
(3)   Decks with a floor height more than thirty (30) inches above grade level must have a thirty-six (36) inch top 

guard rail and openings in enclosing horizontal rails or vertical uprights must not exceed four (4) inches. 
 
Subd. 3.  Permit Requirements 
(1) As structures, decks require land use (zoning) permits that will have the following information:  

 A.  Application for permit with full and complete information requested. 
B.  Site plan sketch to include lot dimensions, existing structures, and any other pertinent information.  
C. Floor plan /layout sketch.  (Include information about materials to be used, dimensions of the deck,  
     footings, etc.) 

D. Elevation or height of deck. 
 
Subd. 4.  Non-conforming Decks 
(1)   All existing decks at the time of adoption of this Section that are not in compliance with this Section of City 

Code may be continued as long as they are maintained, but may not be rebuilt or replaced except in          
conformance with this Section if damaged or destroyed or considered unserviceable.  
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