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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Workshop 

January 19, 2010 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Eveleth City Council Present:  Mayor Matos, Councilor Kallevig, Councilor Hoag 
 

 1.   Meeting with Leonidas City Council 

 

 The Leonidas City Council met with the Eveleth City Council to discuss fire hydrant 
maintenance, the Leonidas park lease and the fire protection contract. 

 
 A member of the Leonidas City Council indicated the fire hydrants had been purchased 
by Leonidas.  Director of Public Works Wiskow said that the City of Eveleth maintains 
the water connection and flushes the hydrants.  Eveleth has charged the same 
maintenance fee for the hydrants since 1956. 
 
Andrew Peterson, Attorney for Leonidas, discussed the park lease.  Attorney Adam 
Licari, substituting for Attorney Mitch Brunfelt, indicated Brunfelt that would like to 
revise the language referring to indemnity and cap the City’s obligation at the statutory 
tort limits.  Eveleth contributes to maintenance of the park.  Leonidas would like Eveleth 
to pay $300.00 per year to lease the space.  Leonidas officials indicated the City of 
Eveleth owes back pay for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009. 
 
Leonidas expressed concern about the brush pile located on DNR property south of 
Highway 101.  Wiskow said the area is owned by the State of Minnesota and that the 
City of Eveleth was given verbal permission years ago to use the site as a burn pile.  
Eveleth needs to obtain a license agreement from the State due to some issues with 
unauthorized dumping by unknown persons.  Wiskow said five other entities also have 
interest in accessing the property and that the City of Eveleth will not lock the gate until 
an agreement has been made with the State and the other interested entities. 
 
Attorney Peterson said the City of Eveleth budgeted around $130,000 to run the Fire 
Department.  Peterson estimated that Eveleth charges about $36.00 per person for fire 
protection to its citizens and about $92.00 per person for Leonidas citizens.  Peterson said 
that Leonidas citizens are willing to pay for the service, but not three times more than 
Eveleth citizens.   
 
City Clerk/Administrator Monahan-Junek said the City of Eveleth has not fully burdened 
the Fire Department budget with all of the other costs associated with running the 
department.  Leonidas officials requested “the amount it costs to run the fire department” 
(including insurance, building maintenance, etc.).  Councilor Hoag requested Monahan-
Junek prepare a “fully burdened” report averaging the cost to operate the Fire 
Department.  Councilor Kallevig suggested the City review the reasons behind increasing 
the fire rate back in 2004 to $412.00 per month.  Joanne Mannikko, Leonidas City Clerk, 
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requested an updated fire relief contract and a copy of other mutual aid agreements 
Eveleth has with other cities. 
 

 2. Discuss submitting application(s) for the Iron Range Resources Mineland 

Reclamation Community Grant Program  

 
Director Wiskow discussed the Iron Range Resources Mineland Reclamation 
Community Grant application.  The deadline for the application is February 19, 2010 
with a maximum grant award of $100,000.  The Council categorized the following 
projects as priority: 

 
� Fill and construct concrete slab over sunken mine shaft near intersection of Adams 

Avenue and Cleveland Street (estimated cost around $21,000) 
� Install Outlet Control Structure on Fayal Pond (estimated cost around $86,100) 

  
3. Minnesota Department of Employment & Economic Development Brownfields 

Grant Program  

 
City Clerk/Administrator Monahan-Junek said the deadline for the grant is February 1st.  
This is a 50/50 percent matching grant.  The Council may want to consider the Alice 
Location for future applications.  
 

 4. Business Inquiries 

 
 AEOA has expressed interest in moving out of the Virginia location.  They are looking 
for seven acres of property.  Possible sites discussed were Station Road 44, Alice 
Location, Snow Dump area, and Progress Park.  AEOA does not know their funding 
capacity and would need an entity to issue a bond for them.  

 
 Monahan-Junek indicated that GTEMPS, a company associated with wind energy, has 
expressed interest in a building with 12,000 square feet.   

  

5.   Agenda Q&A 

 
 Removed from the Agenda: 
 
 J11. Request to Purchase City Owned Land in West Eveleth  

 
 

 

 


