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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m., October 5, 2010 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Matos called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

B. ROLL CALL  

 

 Councilor Thomas Kallevig, Present 
 Councilor Liz Kuoppala, Present 
 Councilor Brian Hoag, Present 
 Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Absent 
 Mayor Bill Matos, Present 
 
 Also Present:  City Clerk/Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy Clerk Stephanie 

Friebe; City Attorney Mitch Brunfelt; Director of Public Works Michael Wiskow; Chief of 
Police Brian Lillis 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Motion by Councilor Kuoppala, second by Councilor Hoag to approve the Minutes of City 
Council Workshop held September 21, 2010 and Minutes of City Council Meeting held 

September 21, 2010.  Ayes – All. 
 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilor Kallevig, second by Councilor Kuoppala to approve the Agenda.  Ayes 
– All. 

 

E. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 
None. 
 

F. VISITOR/PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS  

 

 St. Louis County Commissioner Keith Nelson referred to the Council’s concern regarding a 
recent land purchase from the County.  Nelson acknowledged a $2,000 difference between 
the appraised valued and the assessed value.  Nelson said he had confidence in City Assessor 
Robert Kivela’s evaluation of the property.  He will be working on a credit for the City 
towards a future purchase.  
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 Commissioner Nelson also addressed the Grant/Park Avenue street reconstruction project.  
Nelson and Mayor Matos attended a meeting with the contractor about 10 days ago.  He said 
the contractor was made well aware of the $2,000 a day fine if the project is not completed 
by October 15, 2010.  Nelson said the contractors became compliant when they were 
informed on Nelson’s intent to place them on the irresponsible bidders list if the project was 
not completed this fall.  Nelson believes the contractors are now putting forth the resources to 
finish the project. 

 
 Councilor Kuoppala questioned whether or not the $2,000 penalty could in some way be 

used to compensate the downtown businesses for the inconvenience and lost sales 
experienced over the course of the project.  Nelson said the County is not in a position to 
share the fines with the neighborhood as the penalties are reverted back to the State. 

 
 Councilor Kallevig questioned the County’s process for foreclosed property.  Nelson said 

that all tax forfeited properties must go on a public auction.  If the land does not sell at the 
auction, the property will be listed in the land sale book for three years. 

 

G. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
1. Approval of Payroll – September 1-15, 2010 in the amount of $90,497.29 
2. Approval of Claims - September 2010 in the amount of $296,433.08 
3. Iron Range Resources Grant Agreement RQ #B43-2479 in the amount of $250,000 Grant 

Ave./Park Ave. Reconstruction and Cemetery Improvements 
4. Bylaws of the Eveleth Paid-On-Call Firefighters’ Relief Association (Amended 

September 29, 2010) 
 

Motion by Councilor Kallevig, second by Councilor Kuoppala to approve the Consent 
Agenda.  Ayes – All. 

 
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Hearing on Vacation of Part of Platted Alley and of Part of Park in Dorr Addition 

to Eveleth 

 
 Mayor Matos opened the Public Hearing.  No public comments were made. 
 

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 None. 
 
J.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Introduction and First Reading of an Ordinance Vacating a Portion of the Platted 

Alley and of the Park Dedicated in the Plat of Dorr Addition to Eveleth 
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Motion by Councilor Kallevig, second by Councilor Hoag to approve the introduction 
and first reading on proposed ordinance, “An Ordinance Vacating a Portion of the 

Platted Alley and of the Park Dedicated in the Plat of Dorr Addition to Eveleth.”  Ayes – 
All. 

 
City Attorney Brunfelt explained that this property was deeded to the Nivala family.  It 
was discovered through a title search that part of the lot is actually a dedicated park area 
and alleyway.  Brunfelt said that without an official proceeding, the owners will not 
technically own the vacated areas. 

 

2. Consider Quotes for Additional Boiler/Boiler Room Repairs at Eveleth Health 

Services Park 

 
Motion by Councilor Kuoppala, second by Councilor Hoag to approve quote from Jamar 

Company in the amount of $10,250.00 to replace all (69) boiler tubes at the Eveleth 
Health Services Park.  Ayes – All. 

 
Frank Starkey, Eveleth Health Services Park Maintenance revealed a problem, at the 
Workshop Meeting, with build up around the tubes in one of the boilers.  As 
recommended, the Council decided to replace all of the tubes in the boiler. 

 
Motion by Councilor Kuoppala, second by Councilor Hoag to approve quotation from 

State Supply Company, Inc., St. Paul, MN in the amount of $970.24 for an insulation 
boiler blanket at the Eveleth Health Services Park.  Ayes – All. 

 
3. Consider Providing Financial Assistance for Eveleth Health Service Park Financial 

and  Planning Services 

 
The Council took no action on this item. 

  

 4. Request to Consider a Change in Parking Regulation on Jones Street 

 
Mayor Matos referred to a letter from Chief of Police Brian Lillis requesting the Council 
consider changing parking regulations on Jones Street.  Lillis addressed a potential traffic 
safety hazard existing at the Adams Avenue/Jones Street intersection.   

 
Motion by Councilor Kallevig, second by Councilor Kuoppala to eliminate the two first 
parking spaces on the south side of Jones Street.  Ayes – All. 

 
5. Request for Letter of Support from Eveleth Westside Civic League for Grant 

Application for West Eveleth/Leonidas Park Improvements 

 
Motion by Councilor Kuoppala, second by Councilor Hoag to authorize sending a letter 
in support of the Eveleth Westside Civic League for a grant application through the 

IRRRB for West Eveleth/Leonidas Park Improvements.  Ayes – All. 
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Councilor Kuoppala requested a copy of the grant application as the IRRRB tracks the 
amount of money that Eveleth has requested.  
 
Councilor Kallevig reminded the public that the prices of the West Eveleth lots have been 
reduced by 50 percent. 

 

6.  Reschedule November 2, 2010 City Council Meeting 

 
Motion by Councilor Kuoppala, second by Councilor Kallevig to reschedule the 
November 2, 2010 City Council Meeting to Thursday, November 4, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.  

Ayes – All. 
 

The Council Meeting was rescheduled as the General Election will be held on Tuesday, 
November 2, 2010. 

 

7. Closed Session – Contract Negotiations 

 

The closed session will take place after Council and Administrative Presentations. 
 
K. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
 None. 

 

L. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

 
Police Chief:  Chief Lillis reminded the public that calendar parking is effective October 1st 
to May 1st. 

 
Public Works Director:  Director Wiskow reported on the City’s ongoing projects to include:  
Grant/Park Avenue Street Construction; Eveleth Health Services water line; AAD Collapsed 
Mine Shaft; Cemetery Project; Grant Avenue parking lot; and Eveleth Health Services Park 
parking lot. 

 
Councilor Kuoppala encouraged the public to support the downtown businesses.  Kuoppala 
emphasized the need for consumers to buy downtown as many of the businesses have been 
impacted by the Grant/Park Avenue Street Reconstruction Project. 
 

M. ADJOURN 

 
The Council went into closed session at 7:37 p.m. to discuss contract negotiation.  The 
Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
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_________________________________ 
Bill Matos, Mayor 

          Attest: 
           

 
              _________________________________ 

              Jackie Monahan-Junek 
              City Clerk/Administrator  
 
 
Approved:  October 19, 2010   
Published:  October 27, 2010  

 


